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Exhibit  #. 


MINUTES.  OP  THE  PROCBSDINOS  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  PEERS  ON 


Answer  of  tho  Mlnieter  of  Stete. 

MLnleter  of  State«  Ur,  KOki  Hirota# 

Now  I  ahell  explain  about  the  foreifn  policy*  The  abrogation  of 
the  .Ksehington  Treaty  baa  been  the  greateat  probleai  for  Japan*  the  end  of 
laat  year  being  the  deadline  for  the  announeeatcnt  of  an  abrogation* 
Fortunately*  a  preliainary  naval  conference  waa  to  be  held  in  London*  which 
afforded  opportunity  of  making  the  J^aneae  intention  clear*  thua  wbling 
to  nke  announeamant  of  abrogation  in  a  moat  peaceful  atmoa^re  Imaginable. 

I  endeavored  with  ah  idea  to  create  aa  good  an  atmoaphere  aa  poeaible  for  the 
naval  confeTendei  after  conaulting  with  the  powera  aa  to  the  method  of  abroga¬ 
tion  in  the  preliminary  conference*  Hiqjpily*  I  think  the  procedure  of  the 
abrogation  of  the  Waahington  treaty  haa  paaaed  without  ni^p* 

Furthermore*  to  bring  about  naval  diaarmament*  it  ia  eaaential 
that  the  world  should  be  in  a  peaceful  atmoaphere.  It  ia  iapoaaible  to 
aecoopliih  diaamament  when  the  powers  feel  internationally  uneasy  about  each 
other  because  armament  is  the  moat  lag>ortant  organ  of  security*  In  order  t< 
maintain  world  peace  1  should  like  to  harmonise  the  interests  of  the  powera 
by  better  understanding  aa  there  are  many  confllota  of  sentiment  and 
interests*  For  the  realisaticn  of  this  aspiration*  aa  the  powers  attendin 
the  naval  conference  are  greatly  interested  and  anxious  about  the  mainten’ 
of  peace  in  the  Far  East*  Japan  as  the  power  which  haa  the  reaponaibility  • 
the  maintenance  of  peace  in  the  Far  East  should  work  towards  this  end* 

As  tar,  the  foundation  of  peace  in  the  Fiar  East*  relations  with 
Russia*  centering  around  Manohukuo*  and  relations  between  J^jan  and  China 
are  the  moat  ia|>ortant  problems*  Therefore*  striving  to  promote  the  fxienui^- 
relations  with  these  countries*  I  intend  to  make  avsry  e^ort  to  be  in  a 
position  to  show  the  world  the  mibstance  of  the  peace  of  the  Far  East  by  the 
tiaw  Japan  attends  a  preliainary  oonference  or  the  naval  conference* 

I  think  it  ia  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  state  the  ralatlona  with, 
these  countries  except  to  say  that*  in  general*  I  think*  they  are  gradually,; 
iaproving. 
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CERTIUCATE  OF  SOURCE  i^U  kUIHEWTICITY 


who  occupy  the  posxi  oi  a  w- 

soy  certify  that  the  document  hereto  at- 
lese,  consistinb  of  2  pates  and  entitled 
.nss  of  the'Coranittee  of  the  House  of  Peers 
;h  •Session  of  the  luperiai  Diet"  is  an 
serpt  from  an  official  document  in  the 
3mment  (The  House  of  Peers). 


certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  18th  day  of  March,  1947 
■  '  iCONDO,  Hideaki 

certify  that  the  above  signature  and  8< 
-hhe  npesonoe  of  the  v/ltness. 


at  the  sQi^e  place, 
on  this  same  date 


ONODERa,  Goichl 
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